
To: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Henderson, Carol[ Carol. Henderson@wildlife.nh .gov] 
Nelson, Eric 
Thur 9/17/2015 7:58:26 PM 
RE: Sampling in the Merrimack River 

From: Henderson, Carol [ mailto:Carol.Henderson@wildlife.nh.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, September 17, 2015 3:55PM 
To: Nelson, Eric 
Cc: Smagula, Amy; Henderson, Walter 
Subject: RE: Sampling in the Merrimack River 
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From: Nelson, Eric"-'-"'=~="-====~~ 
Sent: Thursday, September 17, 2015 3:29PM 
To: Henderson, Carol 
Subject: Sampling in the Merrimack River 

Hi Carol-

The US EPA plans to conduct benthic sampling in the Hooksett Pool impoundment of the 
Merrimack River this fall, and requests a collection permit. The dates have not been finalized 
but we hope to start in early October, but it could be between October 1 and November 30, 
2015. We will be coordinating this effort with NHDES (Amy Smagula). Specifically, we will 
be collecting a series of benthic grab samples possibly using a variety of methods (e.g., Peterson
type grab sampler, diver core samples) to further assess the presence and density of Asian clams 
(Corbiculajluminea). Samples will be inspected for all macro-invertebrates. Asian clams and 
other macro-invertebrates will be retained for further processing, and all native mussels will be 
returned to the river. Mike Marchand will be notified within 24 hours if any brook floater 
mussels (Alasmidonta varicose) are captured in the samples. 

Included under this permit request are Eric Nelson (EPA), Hilary Snook (EPA), and Amy 
Smagula (NHDES). 

I'd be happy to include this information in a letter to your Director if that is the typical protocol. 
Please let me know if you require any additional information, and how best to proceed with this 
request. 
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Thanks for your assistance. 

Best regards, 

Eric 
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